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Thanks to the efforts of our neighbors on Crooked Lake, their Cabomba or other invasive species won’t end up in Gull Lake. What’s Cabomba you say? Keep reading. And, thanks to efforts underway by GLQO, our Zebra mussels will have a harder time leaving Gull Lake. Research has confirmed that boaters, not waterfowl, are spreading aquatic invasive species. And, it’s about to get easier for boaters to wash their boats and prevent the continued spread of these invasive non-native species. 

Plans for installing a boat wash at the public launch at Prairieville Park on Gull Lake are progressing nicely.  Our task is easier thanks to our neighbors on Upper Crooked Lake who installed the first boat wash in southern lower Michigan in August.  They have been checking for aquatic
invasive species (AIS) attached to boats and trailers as they enter their boat launch.  They have found AIS on 18% of the vehicles wanting to launch and therefore require the washing per the Prairieville Township ordinance. That ordinance will be enforced on Gull Lake too.  It also requires boats to be washed as they leave the lake in order to prevent harmful aquatic invasive species from hitch-hiking a ride to other lakes.  The Prairieville Township Board supports the installation of a boat wash at Prairieville Township Gull Lake Park. GLQO has submitted a proposal for the boat wash layout.  That plan provides three boat washes in the park which will minimize delays and traffic congestion.  Our goal is to have the staffed boat washes ready for use next spring.  We plan to fund the construction with donations of some labor and services, funds already donated to the GLQO specifically for the boat wash and funds from Prairieville Township.  We also expect the boat wash to be staffed and operated by a trained employee during peak hours. The township parks director did note that boaters also self-operate the boat wash at Upper Crooked Lake when not staffed. The Gull Lake boat washes will also be able to be self-operated during non-peak hours.




BOAT WASH UPDATE
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Remember…Don’t rake or blow your leaves in to the lake and don’t burn your leaves near the lake. The best way to dispose of them is to compost them.
Photo by Ryan Avery, Gull Lake Ministries
[image: ]
FALL 2016
[image: ]















[image: ]

The Gull Lake Quality Organization is an
All-Volunteer Organization. Our mission is to
address concerns and provide education regarding the use of natural resources of the
Gull Lake Watershed.
The Gull Lake Watershed includes Gull Lake, Little Long Lake, Grassy Lake, Little Gull Lake, Miller Lake, Bullhead Lake, Duck Lake, Backus Lake, Dake Lake, Elliston Lake, 
Mud Lake, Wintergreen Lake, and Prairieville Creek.
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Historic Fishing Regulation
In the late 1800’s, the state fish commissioners in Michigan advocated a policy of extermination for Northern Pike, referring to them as the “freshwater devil fish.”  There was no minimum size limit and no possession limit from 1865 to 1915.  As angler’s views on Northern Pike changed and the species became targeted by anglers, special regulations were developed.  From 1916 to 1929, there was a ten-inch minimum size limit and a ten-fish daily possession limit.  From 1930 to 1958, there was a 14-inch minimum size limit and a five-fish daily possession limit.  From 1959-1993, there was a 20-inch minimum size limit and five-fish daily possession limit.  From 1993 to 2001, the size limit was raised to 24 inches with a daily possession limit of five fish.  In 2002, the daily possession limit was further reduced to a maximum of two Northern Pike, which is where it stands today.  These regulations show the gradual recognition of the importance of Northern Pike to anglers and to the aquatic ecosystem.  The size and quantity limits attempt to improve the population size structure and quantity.  For those of us who have been fishing for a long time, or who learned to fish from parents and grandparents, we may still be adjusting from the “freshwater devil fish” viewpoint that was promulgated in the past.

Foreign Fishing Regulations
Northern Pike are one of the most common species of game fish throughout the State of Michigan.  They are present in virtually all watersheds within the state and common in most inland lakes.  They are a native species in Michigan and serve a critical purpose in the aquatic ecosystem.  The Northern Pike is not a native species in many other locations, including some top fishing areas of the country, including Colorado, where they are known as “water wolves,” parts of Alaska, and California, where the California Department of Fish and Wildlife states on its website that “[p]er California Code of Regulations (Title 14), any Northern Pike found in California shall be killed immediately by removing the head.”  To be sure, the lakes in our watershed attract fisherman from all over, and it is possible that those who learned to fish in other parts of the country were conditioned to view Northern Pike as an expendable fish.



Last winter, a good ice fishing friend described a scene in which another ice fisherman on a lake in our watershed pulled a “good sized” Northern Pike out of the water and proceeded to kill it, proclaiming that “pike are a nuisance to the lake and should be disposed of.”  As a native fish species, many (including ecologists, the DNR and knowledgeable anglers) would disagree with that assessment.  Upon further inquiry, it was discovered that there is perhaps a certain amount of negative sentiment toward the Northern Pike.  This sentiment may be the result of (a) historic fishing regulations, (b) foreign fishing regulations, and/or (c) a misunderstanding of the importance of Northern Pike to maintaining balance in aquatic ecosystems.  These misconceptions are elaborated on below.
 
 
 

Continued on page 3
Northern Pike: Not a “Freshwater Devil Fish” 
                                                                                                                                                                 By Bryan J. Beck, Fisheries Committee 


By Kathy Gallagher, Communications Committtee
Flying over the Gull Lake Watershed was a completely surreal experience and one more way to appreciate the beauty of our watershed. An opportunity that I enjoyed thanks to Gull Lake resident, Mike Miller! 
Logging 4500 hours of flight, Mike has been flying for over four decades. And, he’s ready to fly his 1954 Cessna 181 as often as he can! Before our take off, he discussed the safety routine completed before each flight. Mike shared his experiences using waterways as runways and what makes ideal conditions for take-off and landing. Safely sharing the lakes with boaters is paramount. During the flight we also “touched down” on other area lakes. Flying over Gull Lake was one fantastic way to enjoy the pristine beauty that we all treasure and seek to protect. Thanks for sharing, Mike!
Another Way To Love Our Lakes
Mike Miller with his Cessna 181 docked on 
his self-designed float plane lift.
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Importance of Northern Pike
Northern Pike may be viewed as the population control enforcer in the lake.  The increasingly restrictive regulations reflect the management strategy of decreasing mortality and increasing production of larger Northern Pike, thus increasing top-down predatory control of nongame fish and sucker populations.  As Northern Pike mature and grow, their foraging shifts to larger prey species, and often the size and abundance of available prey species may limit their growth.  The characteristics of lake systems that contain many large-sized Northern Pike include abundant deep water habitat.  Simply stated, the Northern Pike maintain predatory-prey balance in the lake system.  Without Northern Pike, or with a decrease in their numbers and size, an imbalance is likely, which will lead to a set of fisheries consequences that are difficult to predict and are dependent on a multitude of other dynamic variables in the lake system.  Additionally, the larger Northern Pike tend to make recreational anglers happy, as the Northern Pike are generally sought for both their hard fighting qualities on hook and line and also for food.  The methods to catch them are diverse, including open-water angling techniques such as casting and trolling lures, still fishing with live baits, and fly fishing.  During the winter, considerable effort occurs with hook and line, spears, and tip-ups.
*The factual information set forth in the above piece can be attributed to information provided by the Michigan DNR.

Northern Pike (continued)
GLQO members and volunteers, Vicki Gesmundo, Ed and Nancy McCarty, Ric and Dena Rentfro, Linda Shierlaw and Mike and Kathy Gallagher logged many hours of boating time as they completed a visual assessment of 68 sections (1,000 feet per section) of shoreline around Gull Lake. Each section was scored on the amount of floating or submergent vegetation, number of downed trees and woody debris, evidence of erosion, presence and type of seawalls, existence of natural shoreline and unmowed vegetation and number of homes and docks. The data obtained was submitted through the MiCorps Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program. Riparians can learn more about the benefits of natural shorelines by visiting www.mishorelinepartnership.org.
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SCORE THE SHORE
                                                                     



GLQO Board Notes and Updates


At the GLQO annual meeting, members and guests expressed appreciation to departing board members, David Halley and Gary Mittelbach. Both David and Gary have served on the board since 2011. We thank them for the leadership, expertise and dedication!
GLQO Board Members elected to serve on the executive committee for 2016-2017 are Jim Collier – president, Vicki Gesmundo-Marcinek – vice president, Chip Garside – treasurer and Jane Bruns – secretary. The following new members were welcomed. Pictured (left to right) are Linda Shierlaw, Robert Phillips and John Eztcorn.
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Linda has lived on Gull Lake since 1958, currently on Crescent 
Beach. In her teens, she pumped gas at the Marine Center and 
taught Red Cross swimming and lifesaving on the lake. The past 
25 years, Linda has been a Real Estate Broker and served as the chairperson of the Environmental Committee for the area wide association. She has been a member of Ladies of the Lake for 
20 years and helped GLQO this summer with the “Score the Shore” project. Her 2 children were raised on the lake and return here often with their children. Linda shared, “I want to do all I can to preserve and protect this beautiful natural resource we so enjoy.”

Robert is currently the CFO for the Girl Scouts Heart of Michigan. He and his family, including a 17th month old son, live on the channel flowing out of Gull Lake. Robert noted “We moved here from Lansing three years ago not knowing much about the area. It didn’t take long to fall in love with such an amazing lake and surrounding community. I want to ensure that the quality of Gull Lake is sustained and that my son has a wonderful place to grow up.”

John is a 17-year resident of Little Long Lake and recently retired from the Kellogg Company.  John expressed, "I have a masters degree in environmental sciences and spent most of my career working to protect the environment.  I'm particularly passionate about water quality and look forward to working with other GLQO members on protecting and enhancing the watershed.  I believe that many improvements can be achieved by educating the people that 
live on and use our lakes and streams."
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GLQO notepads and vinyl decals are now available at Beer & Skittles. These make beautiful gifts and are selling for 2 for $6 or $3.50 each. Mix and match and get one of each. 
Show your Gull Lake love with some style.
They make perfect Christmas stocking stuffers!
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BOATER SAFETY 2016 REPORT
                                                                                                                  By Pete Hawk, Boater Safety Committee 




  
Photo of Cabomba by Paige Felice, Research Assistant
Michigan State University
So “What is Cabomba?”
According to the Michigan State University Extension Bulletin E-3189, A Michigan Boater’s Guide to Selected Invasive Aquatic Plants, “Cabomba caroliniana or Fanwort is a very competitive plant and can form dense stands. Fanwort spreads mainly through stem fragments or rhizomes, which can form entire new plants. It is a popular aquarium plant and can be spread through inproper disposal of aquarium specimens.” Fanwort is considered a “Prohibited species” in Michigan under Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act 451 of 1994.
Statistics provided by Kalamazoo County Sheriff Department are:
· 28 vessel safety inspections
· 9 careless operation citations and 189 operation warnings
· 5 navigational citations and 29 navigational warnings
· 1 PFD citation and 23 PFD warnings
· 3 registration citations and 64 registration warnings

GLQO thanks all involved with the Kalamazoo Marine Division and those contributors to marine patrol through GLQO. Your financial support helps Gull Lake to be a safer and more enjoyable experience for all boaters and lake enthusiasts.  

This summer, we welcomed Sgt. Todd Meyers to the marine patrol. Sheriff Meyers replaced retiring Sgt. Jim DeLaBarre. He expressed, “Thanks to the additional funding provided by Richland Township, Ross Township, Prairieville Township, Gull Lake Ministries, Gull Lake Marine and GLQO, we were able to increase the marine patrol hours this summer. A concerted effort has been made to enforce the Ross Township noise and trespassing ordinance. This year, the residents living near the “sand bar” area report having experienced a vast reduction of excessive boat noise levels and disruptive behavior.” 

This past summer, the marine patrol logged 1722 total hours on Gull Lake from May through September. This is up from 411 patrol hours in 2015. Their coverage included:
· Significant hours were spent when the drowning occurred on Gull Lake over Memorial Day weekend
· 150 man hours including 17 officers (Sheriff Patrol, Michigan State Police, DNR officers) during Pirate’s weekend
·  80-100 man hours during Mardi Gras weekend
· Normal patrol consisted of one patrol boat with two officers (10 hour shifts). There were four to five patrols per week. 
· Additional sheriff marine patrol, with two wave runners, were utilized during busy weekends.
· The marine patrol was in attendance at several early morning starts during Bass Tournaments. 
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Anonymous (23)
Ann and Gregg Agens
Scott and Holly Allen
Mike and Lou Ann Ambro
Bob and Janice Baker
Bud and Judi Baldwin
Bryan and Courtney Beck
Michael Beeman
Mac and Susan Behnke
Lynn and Tom Belco
Margie and Bob Berres
Kevin and Mary Beyer
Karl Beysiegel
Margaret Black
Garry Harris and Leigh Blackport
Aileene Blincoe
Alec E. Borden Family
Dick and Debbie Boris
Sherwood and Sharon Boudeman
Sherwood and Kathryn Boudeman
David and Heide Boutell
Jon and Susan Bowers
Jeff Boyd
Robert F. and Dolores M. Boyle
Dr. Ronald Reisman and 
     Dr. Sue Ellen Braunlin
Robert D. Britigan, Jr.
Nancy L. Brookins
Cleve Brown
John and Judi Brown
Michael Brundage
Barbara Brundage
Nick and Jane Bruns
Fred and Sharon Buckley
Roger Buddig
Jack Budnick
Keith Buell
Robert and Belinda Bullard
Rob and Amy Bulszewicz
Douglas Byam
Douglas and Eleanor Callandey
Dan and Kathy Casey
Gary and Marianne Caron
Janet Langford Carrig and 
     John Carrig
Richard and Joanne Chamberlin
John and Susan Chrisman
David Christ 


The Howard Family
Bruce Hutchinson
Ed and Ann Ihling
Phil Isom
Annette Isom
Robert and Amy Isom
Nikki and Todd Jacobs
John and Judith Jereck
CC JJ
Randy Johnson
Steve and Peggy Johnson
Shirley and Si Johnson
Susanne J. Johnston
Jeff and Valerie Kares
Mike Kasten
John and Kathy Keagle
Brad and Lauren Keller
John Kelly
Loretta Kerman
Sue Markus and Rick King
Rolf and Judy Kletzien
Wes and Susan Kolb
Dave and Kay Koldyke
Tim Kool
Shirley Kruger
John and Martha Kuch
Mrs. Paul Kuchenbuch
Richard Laninga
Stephanie Larsen
Jim and Linda Lass
Charles and Phyllis Lavene
Jack and Camille Lawrence
Patricia L. Lawrence
John and Joanne Lawrence
Barbara and Rafael Ledesma
Suzanne Leech
Pat Lennon
Carol Lesiow
Christopher Light
John and Rita Light
Howard and Leatha Linders
Lang Family Properties, LLC
Ron Logan
Eric and Charlene Longman
John Luchsinger
Faye Luscombe
Judy Maier
Chris and Laura Maloney






Mike and Kathy Gallagher
Dan and Mary Beth Gallagher
John and Ann Gallagher
Pat and Deb Gallagher
Joni and Roger Ganger
Chip and Miranda Garside
John and Sharon Garside
Judy and Jamie Geary
Karen Geib
Alfred J. Gemrich
Jack S. Gesmundo
Michele Libbrecht and 
     Jay Gesmundo
Shahriar Ghoddousi
Susan C. Gilmore
Steve and Elaine Ginsberg
Don and Janet Gladstone
Bill Goodrich
Gary Granger
Paul and Joanne Gregory
Jim and Bonnie Grooters
David Gruss
Frank and Diane Guarisco
Bill Guzy
Jan Hahn
David and Michelle Halley
Steve Hamilton
Pete and Margaret Hamlett
The Hardiman Family
Carole L. Harding
Pamela Harrington
Jeff Price and Sue Harrison
Melissa Hartridge
Henry B. Hawk
Pete and Jo Hawk
Jim and Marsha Heath
James and Patricia Heilenbach
Mal Hickok
Elizabeth Hill
George and Arla Hillebrand
Janeth Hinchman
Jim and Mary Hodges
Byron and Katherine Hodgson
Margaret Hogan
Fred Holt
Jay Hoorn
Dennis and Kathy Hoorn
Curtis Hall and Susan Houseman


Gary Cirulli
James Clark
Wanda G. Clawson
Bruce and Donna Cohen
Linda Cohen
Berry and Richard Collier
Chip Collier
Hunter Collier
Jim Collier and Stuart Verseman
Bob and Paula Cook
Dan Cooke
Bob Solt and Anne Couture
Larry Crittenden
Sally and Randy Crockett
Jerry and Sharon Cross
James A. Cupper
Randy and Brenda Curtenius
Jim Dancy
Diann and Jim Danhoff
Ken and Teri Davis
Kara Davis
Philip L. Dawson
Jim and Barb DeKruyter
Dave and Marge Delano
Lisa DeLucia
Maxine DeVrou
Pam Dewey
Larry Dopp
Donald and Jeree Drake
Lisa J. Duffy
Dr. David Dvorak
Claire and Kris Eager
Loyal A. or Barbara B. Eldridge
Ron Elenbaas
Dennis G. Elmer
James Elsener
George Elsener Family
T.P. Emerson
Tom English
John and Janis Etzcorn
James A. Fish
John and Loralee Fisher
Ed Fitzgerald and Nancy Fitzgerald
Ron and Judy Flachs
Jack and Patti Fleming
Rick and Pam Foster
Franklin Beach LLC 
Kai Free


We thank the 2016 GLQO Individual and Family Members
We thank the 
2016 GLQO 
Corporate Members
    Boris Realtors          Hawks Hollow Builders         Kalamazoo Mortgage
  Gull Lake Marine             Ice House, LLC                         Mac’s Garage
Gull Lake Ministries     Kalamazoo Insurance                  Serafino’s





2016 GLQO Individual and Family Members (continued)

Ray Maly 
Tom and Pam Mansager 
Vicki and Mike Marcinek
Linda Markham
Ed and Nancy McCarty
Betty McCarty
Tom and Valli McDougle
Russ and Connie McFee
Gene and Melissa McKay
JB and Alba McKay
Margaret McKenzie Trust
Ike and Bonnie Mellema
Bob and Mary Mellema
Amy and James Melvin
Brian and Carrie Methner
Bob Millard
Miller Lake Residents
Kevin and Elizabeth Miller
Sara Miller
Dave Mitchell
Katherine Gross and Gary Mittelbach
Ronald Mochizuki
Ron and Joan Molitor
John Mulholland
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Murphy
Rick and Sarah Newell
Markley Noel
Martha Nolin
James Nolin
James O. Nordlie
Kim Nuyen and Valerie Nuyen
Nicol and Sean O'Brien
TJ and Charlene O'Neill
Jerry and Max Orum
Carla and Jerry Orwin
Craig Osborn
Edward Overbeck
Barbara Owings
Christine McCarthy and Bob Paksi










Don and Ann Parfet 
Martha Parfet
William and Barbara Parfet
Preston and Barbara Parish
Ron and Diane Parker
Donald and Sue Paulson
Michael and Fran Peikert
Karol Peterson
Stephen E. Pew and 
     Kathleen M. Keelan Pew
Kim Ziel and Robert Phillips
David and Julia Powell
Robert Prodinger
Alison Pruitt
D.C. Rackiewicz
Martin and Carol Ranly
Alison Thor and Gerald Rapp
Ann and Jim Rawsky
Judah Gesmundo and Paul Raynes Robert and Margo Rebar
Eric and Martha Reid
Carol and Dave Renz
Robert and Mary Rial
Brian and Jackie Rice
Mark and Marymarie Rice
Tim Richardson
Rollin and Crystal Richman
Jim and Julie Richter
Robert and Mary Lou Ringemann
Dean Rock
Robert and Lori Rowe Paradise
Bill Ryan
Brad and Rene Saar
Judith and Robert Sackett
Julia Sanger
Tom and Judy Schau
Dick and Jean Schmitt
Gregory and Charlene Schofield



















Robert Schuder 
Louis Schultz 
Ken and Pat Schultz
Jon and Carolyn Schutte
Sam and Susan Sefton
Tim and Judy Shank
Charles and Mary Shaw
T.R. and Kathy Shaw
Esther M. Shaw
Julie Shaw
Shepherd Family, LLC
Richard and Johanna Shields
Linda Shierlaw
Bruce and Kathy Shurtz
Nick and Abby Skwiat
Peter C. Smith and 
     Diane M. Czuk Smith
Doug and Deidre Smith
Gregory and Michele Smith
Don and Joyce Snow
June Spelman
Joe and Lindsey Splendorio
Carole Stevens
Charles C. Stoddard
Harry and Tineke Stolt
Carmen Striler
Bill and Stevie Symons
Carol Tedrow
Gary and Karen Theisen
Bruce and Anne Thompson
Ron and Edna Thompson
William and Carolyn Ticknor
David and Carol Ticknor 
Mary Lou and Win Todd
Matt and Izzy Tracy 
Michelle and Chris Tracy
Elizabeth Travis
Jerry and Margaret Trepanier















Jim Turley 
Daniel and Gail Turluck
Jeanne and Roger Turner
George L. Turner, Jr.
The Tyler Family
Chris Uggen
William Uggen
Tom and Olga Van Dis
Bo Van Peenan
Peter H. Van Wormer
Dan Vander Meulen
Jim and Sarah Vander Molen
Tom Vander Molen
John and Cathryn Vander Salm
Corey and Carrie Verseman
Verseman Family
Dan and Carol Vogt
Don Walbridge
Jack and Jane Wallner
Dan Weaver
Weckler-Farwell
Karen and Mark Weishaar
David and Lee Weiss
William Weston
Bob and Lori Wheelright
B. Joseph and Mary White
David and Cindy Wiedemer
Bruce Williams
Sally Williams
Brian and Teri Winne
Tom Woodworth
Drew and Rachel Worgess
Dr. Jody Wren
Doug and Jackie Wunderly
Ron and Sonya Young
Harold Zeigler
Marilyn Zheutlin
Marsha and Bob Zick












	





	
Every effort is being made to report members’ names as you have requested. 
Some members have requested to remain anonymous. If you see an error, please e-mail info@glqo.net.

COMING IN DECEMBER . . . Watch your mail for our year-end membership drive! 
Please plan to continue your support for the work of the 
Gull Lake Quality Organization. 
Encourage your neighbors and friends to join and help protect and preserve our wonderful lakes.
GLQO gratefully acknowledges the Richland Area Community Center for inviting us to hold our regular board meetings there!
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The Gull Lake Watershed includes Gull Lake, Little Long Lake, Grassy Lake, Little Gull Lake, Miller Lake, Bullhead Lake, Duck Lake, Backus Lake, Dake Lake, Elliston Lake, 
Mud Lake, Wintergreen Lake, and Prairieville Creek.

Upcoming Events

Tuesday, January 10th at 7:00 p.m.
GLQO Board Meeting
Richland Area Community Center

Tuesday, March 7th at 7:00 p.m.
GLQO Board Meeting
Richland Area Community Center

Tuesday, April 11th at 7:30 pm
Dessert with Discussion
Dr. Jo Latimore – Aquatic Invasive Species
Kellogg Biological Station

Tuesday, May 2nd at 7:00 p.m.
GLQO Board Meeting
Richland Area Community Center
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GLQO by-laws allow volunteers to serve as directors for two consecutive three-year terms. After each Director’s name are two numbers: the year their current term expires, and the number of the current term.

We welcome you to volunteer for committee work (of your choice) and to participate in our board meetings.
2016-2017
Board of Directors

Jim Collier (19-2)  
President 
Vicki Gesmundo Marcinek (17-1)  
   Vice-President
Jane Bruns (17-2)
 Secretary 
Chip Garside (17-2) 
Treasurer

 Bryan Beck (18-1)
John Etzcorn (19-1)
Kai Free (18-1)
Kathy Gallagher (17-1)
Mike Gallagher (17-1)
    Pete Hawk (19-2)
Ed McCarty (17-2)
Don Paulson (17-1)  
Robert Phillips (19-1)
 Linda Shierlaw (19-1)
Tim Richardson (19-2)
Drew Worgess (17-2)
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