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With the help of Brian Gunderman, from the Fisheries Division of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (the “DNR”), the GLQO endeavored to research historical and current fisheries management activities on Gull Lake.  Some interesting information uncovered during the process included the following: 
· There are records of fish stocking on Gull Lake going back to 1877, a year during which 18,000 lake trout “swim-up fry” were stocked.  “Swim-up fry” is a biological term denoting the very early life stage of the lake trout.

· Through the years, the following fish species have, at one point or another, been stocked in Gull Lake:
· Lake Trout
· Lake Whitefish
· Walleye
· Largemouth  Bass
· Smallmouth  Bass
· Warmouth
· Bluegill
· Yellow Perch
· Rainbow Trout
· Rainbow Smelt
· Splake
· Brown Trout
· Atlantic Salmon

· The most recent comprehensive DNR fish study on Gull Lake involving trap nets, gill nets, and electrofishing methods was conducted in the summer of 2002.  The following 26 fish species were recorded during the study (the number in parenthesis next to each species represents the number caught during the study):
· Bluegill (1,705)
· Bluntnose Minnow (481)
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The Gull Lake Quality Organization is an
All-Volunteer Organization. Our mission is to
address concerns and provide education regarding the use of natural resources of the
Gull Lake Watershed.
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FISHERIES UPDATE
                                              By Bryan J. Beck, Fisheries Committee



The Gull Lake Watershed includes Gull Lake, Little Long Lake, Grassy Lake, Little Gull Lake, Miller Lake, Bullhead Lake, Duck Lake, Backus Lake, Dake Lake, Elliston Lake, 
Mud Lake, Wintergreen Lake, and Prairieville Creek.

Bluntnosed Minnow
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· Sand Shiner (415)
· Rock Bass (330)
· Largemouth Bass (197)
· Logperch (148)
· Brook Silverside (125)
· Yellow Perch (96)
· Northern Pike (78)
· Black Crappie (38)
· Smallmouth Bass (35)
· Pumpkinseed (28)
· Iowa Darter (23)
· Bowfin (20)
· Longnose Gar (20)
· Brown Bullhead (19)
· Rainbow Darter (17)
· Hybrid Sunfish (15)
· White Sucker (14)
· Blackchin Shiner (12)
· Yellow Bullhead (12)
· Johnny Darter (10)
· Blacknose Dace (5)
· Golden Shiner (2)
· Emerald Shiner (1)
· Green Sunfish (1)
· 
· 

· The most recent creel* survey on Gull Lake was also conducted by the DNR during the summer of 2002.  A creel clerk worked on the lake during randomly selected shifts, interviewing anglers and counting fishing boats.  The creel survey suggested anglers caught the following species: bluegill, rock bass, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, northern pike, yellow perch, and black crappie.  According to the anglers, roughly two-thirds of all caught fish were released.  Despite the fact that thousands of brown trout and rainbow trout had been stocked in the lake between 1998 and 2002, no trout were observed during the creel survey.  The complete lack of trout during the summer fishery suggests that survival of stocked brown trout and rainbow trout was poor. (*Creel is a wicker basket used for carrying fish.)

· In 2011, the DNR conducted an assessment of largemouth and smallmouth bass population dynamics in Gull Lake.  During the survey period, a total of 2,542 captures of largemouth bass were recorded.  The study indicated that the largemouth bass achieved the legal size limit at 5.7 years of age and that the mean population length was 9.27 inches.  A total of 171 smallmouth bass encounters were recorded.  Smallmouth bass achieved the legal size limit at 4.2 years of age.  14% of the catch was of legal size.

· The most recent “Fishery Management Prescription” set forth by the DNR involves the stocking of adult lake trout when available and yearling lake trout every year through 2019. Angler reports suggest that people have been successful at catching the adult lake trout that were stocked in recent years.  However, the Plainwell DNR office has not received many reports of anglers catching smaller lake trout from the stocked yearlings. Because lake trout typically live in deep offshore parts of the lake, they are not easily collected during fisheries surveys. Fishing reports from anglers are a valuable source of information that can help the DNR evaluate trout stocking programs.



FISHERIES UPDATE (continued)


Longnose Gar


Pumpkinseed                                                    Bowfin
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See Page 4
You might be familiar with the quagga mussel, which is a close relative of the zebra mussel.  Quaggas arrived in Lake Erie in 1989 and then quickly spread throughout the Great Lakes, where they can reach extraordinarily high densities (up to 30,000 mussels per square meter in Lake Michigan). What’s most disturbing about the finding of quagga mussels in Crooked Lake is that this is the first report of the species in a Michigan inland lake. Also, because Crooked Lake is part of the
from the GLQO about our efforts to stem the tide of invasive species into Gull Lake. Establishing a boat wash station at the Prairieville Park launch site on Gull Lake is a major part of that effort and it’s something that we are working hard to accomplish (see accompanying article in this newsletter). The threat of new invaders into Gull Lake, including the quagga mussel, is very real. We need to be vigilant and we need to be proactive. Please support efforts to establish a boat wash station at the Prairieville Park landing and please always clean your boat, trailer, and prop when going from lake to lake. 


40-mile Inland Waterway, there’s every reason to expect quaggas to spread to other lakes in the chain.  What about us? Well, one of the three places where quaggas were discovered in Crooked Lake is near the heavily-used Little Traverse Township boat launch. Kevin Cronk, a research coordinator for the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council in Petoskey who reported the discovery of Quagga’s in Crooked Lake puts it this way, “Plants hitch a ride on (boat) trailers and mussels hitch
a ride on plants”.  In recent years, you have heard much
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Zebra (left) and Quagga (right) Mussels
Our Great Lakes are a wonder of nature, contributing greatly to our economy and to the beauty of our state. They are part of what makes living in Michigan special. But, while the Great Lakes are a national treasure, they are also a conduit for invasive species.  First we saw the invasion of the alwife and the sea lamprey.  Then came the zebra mussel, spiny water flea, and round goby, all of which arrived via the ballast water carried in large ocean going ships. More recently, we witnessed the arrival of the emerald ash borer, which came to Detroit in some untreated wood pallets from China and has now decimated our beautiful native ash trees. What’s next, you might wonder? Asian carp are of course a concern, but maybe most troubling is a report that quagga mussels were found last summer in Crooked Lake near Petoskey. 
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High Presssure Heated Boat Washer
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Higgins Lake Boat Wash Station
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Cometh the Quagga?
                                                                     By Gary Mittelbach



FISH TALES: DO YOU FISH GULL LAKE?



Apart from the 2011 bass study referenced earlier in the newsletter, there is very little recent DNR data related to Gull Lake’s fish populations.  We are interested in learning how many of our GLQO members fish Gull Lake and hearing about what they are catching.  The detail provided in this survey will supplement the information made available from the DNR.
If you like to fish Gull Lake, please take a moment to fill out the questionnaire below and 
mail your response to GLQO at PO Box 34, Hickory Corners, MI 49060
or e-mail your response to info@glqo.net
or, alternatively, the same questionnaire can be completed on the GLQO website: glqo.net. 
If you aren’t an angler, but know one, please pass this survey along.
Questions:
1) How frequently do you fish Gull Lake in a calendar year and what are your favorite species to fish for?




2) How would you rate your fishing success in 2015 and how did it compare to previous years?




3) If you fish for bass (largemouth  or smallmouth) do you usually practice catch and release, or do you usually keep them to eat?  Are there any other species of fish that you keep to eat?




4) Did you catch any trout in Gull Lake in the past two years?  If yes, do you remember the length of the trout and what species of trout you caught?




5) Please comment on any other unique catches, fishing experiences, or any other aspect of Gull Lake fishing that you think would be helpful, including suggestions for improving the fishing experience.






_______________________________________________________________________________________
Name (optional)                                                             Contact Info (optional)



	
	
 


Outgoersan   


Boat Wash Update
                                                         By Mike Gallagher 




  
ALERT!

HARMFUL INVASIVE SPECIES
IN GULL LAKE

       Zebra Mussels                              Starry Stonewort
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LEAVE THEM HERE!

DON’T take them with you to other lakes
DON’T bring any more into Gull Lake

PLEASE DO THIS

Drain your bilge water and live well
Clean off weeds and dry off your boat
Empty your bait in the trash

Avoid a $100 fine… Clean, Drain and Dry your boat

Michigan is catching up to our surrounding states when it comes to educating the public on the importance of washing their boats and the GLQO is doing its part.  Board members Pete Hawk, Ed McCarty, Jim Collier and Mike Gallagher have made presentations to the boards at Ross, Richland and Prairieville Townships. They have spoken to our sewer department and interested neighborhood associations regarding the GLQO activities and the quality of the lakes. Board members are working closely with the Department of Natural Resources and Prairieville Parks Department identifying what is neccesary to establish a boat wash. Ongoing research of successful boat wash efforts in Michigan is helping to guide the plans for a local initiative. We are pleased to report that support for a boat wash is gaining momentum!  Look for new signage at the boat launches too.  As the summer boating season begins, we will continue to educate anglers and recreational boaters who visit our lakes. Boaters will be surprised to learn that Michigan Public Act 451 does prohibit them from launching a boat in Michigan waters if it has weeds or live, prohibited or restricted organisms attached and it can cost them $100.

[image: ]
In 2015, the Gull Lake Quality Organization announced its annual membership drive. Each December, current members of GLQO are invited to re-join. If you are not listed, we have not heard from you. Watch your mail this month for a reminder notice from GLQO.

GLQO gratefully acknowledges the Richland Area Community Center for inviting us to hold our regular board meetings there!
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Boris Realtors          Ice House, LLC
Gull Lake Marine          Kalamazoo Mortgage
Gull Lake Ministries          Kalamazoo Insurance
Hawks Hollow Builders
                                Ice House, LLC           Kalamazoo Mortgage
Mac’s Garage





The Summer Party is a fundraising party to help GLQO protect and enhance the Gull Lake Watershed. Join us at the Gull Lake Country Club on Sunday, July 17th from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. for fellowship, fun and food!
Learn more about the State of Michigan’s Clean Boats Clean Waters Progam and check out one of Michigan’s two mobile boat washes in action. See first-hand how easy it is to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species.
Tickets are $20 per person ($25 at the door) and $15 for kids, ages 12 and under. Dinner includes a freshly prepared chicken fajita bar with all the fixings and delicious chocolate covered strawberries to top it off! Cash bar.
Tickets are available from GLQO board members and at Beer & Skittles, Kolligs Korner Market or Serafino’s.
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We thank the 2016
GLQO Corporate Members
Gary and Marianne Caron
Janet Langford Carrig 
     and John Carrig
Richard and Joanne Chamberlin
John and Susan Chrisman
David Christ
Gary Cirulli
James Clark
Wanda G. Clawson
Bruce and Donna Cohen

Michael Brundage
Barbara Brundage
Nick and Jane Bruns
Fred and Sharon Buckley
Jack Budnick
Keith Buell
Robert and Belinda Bullard
Rob and Amy Bulszewicz
Douglas Byam
Douglas and Eleanor Callander

Dick and Debbie Boris
Sherwood and Sharon Boudeman
Sherwood and Kathryn Boudeman
Jon and Susan Bowers
Jeff Boyd
Robert F. and Dolores M. Boyle
Robert D. Britigan, Jr.
Nancy L. Brookins
Cleve Brown
John and Judi Brown

Mike and Lou Ann Ambro
Anonymous (16)
Bob Baker and Janice Baker
Bud and Judi Baldwin
Bryan and Courtney Beck
Michael Beeman
Lynn and Tom Belco
Margie and Bob Berres
Margaret Black
Alec E. Borden Family

We thank the 2016 GLQO Individual and Family Members


2016 GLQO Individual and Family Members (continued)

Linda Shierlaw
Nick and Abby Skwiat
Peter C. Smith 
     and Diane M. Czuk Smith
Don and Joyce Snow
June Spelman
Joe and Lindsey Splendorio
Charles C. Stoddard
Harry and Tineke Stolt
Carmen Striler
Bill and Stevie Symons
Carol Tedrow
Bruce and Anne Thompson
Gerald Rapp and Alison Thor
William and Carolyn Ticknor
David and Carol Ticknor
Matt and Izzy Tracy
Michelle and Chris Tracy
Elizabeth Travis
Jerry and Margaret Trepanier
Daniel and Gail Turluck
Jeanne and Roger Turner
George L. Turner, Jr.
The Tyler Family
Chris Uggen
William Uggen
Amy Upjohn and Brad Vandenberg
Tom and Olga Van Dis
Bo Van Peenan
Peter H. Van Wormer
Dan Vander Meulen
Jim and Sarah Vander Molen
Tom Vander Molen
John and Cathryn Vander Salm
Corey and Carrie Verseman
Verseman Family
Dan and Carol Vogt
Don Walbridge
Jack and Jane Wallner
Weckler-Farwell
Karen and Mark Weishaar
David and Lee Weiss
William Weston
Bob and Lori Wheelright
B. Joseph and Mary White
David and Cindy Wiedemer
Bruce Williams
Sally Williams
Brian and Teri Winne
Tom Woodworth
Drew and Rachel Worgess
Doug and Jackie Wunderly
Harold Zeigler
Marilyn Zheutlin
Marsha and Bob Zick


Frank and Diane Guarisco
Bill Guzy
Jan Hahn
David and Michelle Halley
Steve Hamilton
Pete and Margaret Hamlett
The Hardiman Family
Carole L. Harding
Melissa Hartridge
Pete and Jo Hawk
Jim Heath
James and Patricia Heilenbach
Elizabeth Hill
Janeth Hinchman
Byron and Katherine Hodgson
Margaret Hogan
Fred Holt
Jay Hoorn
Susan Houseman and Curtis Hall
Howard Family
Bruce Hutchinson
Ed and Ann Ihling
Phil Isom
Annette Isom
Robert and Amy Isom
Nikki and Todd Jacobs
John and Judith Jereck
Susanne J. Johnston
Jeff and Valerie Kares
Mike Kasten
John and Kathy Keagle
John Kelly
Loretta Kerman
Rolf and Judy Kletzien
Susan Kolb
Tim Kool
Shirley Kruger
John and Martha Kuch
Paul Kuchenbuch
Richard Laninga
Stephanie Larsen
Jim and Linda Lass
Charles and Phyllis Lavene
Jack and Camille Lawrence
Patricia L. Lawrence
John and Joanne Lawrence
Barbara and Rafael Ledesma
Suzanne Leech
Carol Lesiow
Christopher Light
John and Rita Light
Howard and Leatha Linders
Ron Logan
Eric and Charlene Longman
John Luchsinger














Judy Maier
Chris and Laura Maloney
Tom and Pam Mansager
Vicki and Mike Marcinek
Ed and Nancy McCarty
Betty McCarty
Russ and Connie McFee
Gene and Melissa McKay
Ike and Bonnie Mellema
Bob and Mary Mellema
Amy Melvin
Brian and Carrie Methner
Bob Millard
Miller Lake Residents
Katherine Gross and Gary Mittelbach
Ron and Joan Molitor
John Mulholland
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Murphy
Rick and Sarah Newell
Markley Noel
James O. Nordlie
Nicol and Sean O'Brien
Jerry and Max Orum
Craig Osborn
Edward Overbeck
Christine McCarthy and Bob Paksi
Don and Ann Parfet
Preston and Barbara Parish
Ron and Diane Parker
Donald and Sue Paulson
Michael and Fran Peikert
Karol Peterson
Steve Pew and Kathy Keelan Pew
Alison Pruitt
D.C. Rackiewicz
Ann and Jim Rawsky
Judah Gesmundo and Paul Raynes
Eric and Martha Reid
Carol and Dave Renz
Robert and Mary Rial
Brian and Jackie Rice
Mark and Marymarie Rice
Tim Richardson
Rollin and Crystal Richman
Jim and Julie Richter
Robert and Mary Lou Ringemann
Bill Ryan
Brad and Rene Saar
Tom and Judy Schau
Dick and Jean Schmitt
Louis Schultz
Tim and Judy Shank
Charles and Mary Shaw
Shepherd Family, LLC
Richard and Johanna Shields











Berry and Richard Collier
Chip Collier
Hunter Collier
Jim Collier and Stuart Verseman
Bob and Paula Cook
Dan Cooke
Anne Couture and Bob Solt
Larry Crittenden
Sally and Randy Crockett
James A. Cupper
Randy and Brenda Curtenius
Jim Dancy
Diann and Jim Danhoff
Ken and Teri Davis
Philip L. Dawson
Jim and Barb DeKruyter
Dave and Marge Delano
Maxine DeVrou
Pam Dewey
Lisa J. Duffy
Dr. David Dvorak
Claire and Kris Eager
Loyal A. or Barbara B. Eldridge
Ron Elenbaas
Dennis Elmer
James Elsener
George Elsener Family
Tom English
John and Janis Etzcorn
James A. Fish
Ed Fitzgerald and Nancy Fitzgerald
Ron and Judy Flachs
Jack and Patti Fleming
Rick and Pam Foster
Kai Free
Mike and Kathy Gallagher
Dan and Mary Beth Gallagher
Pat and Deb Gallagher
John and Ann Gallagher
Joni and Roger Ganger
Chip and Amanda Garside
John and Sharon Garside
Judy and Jamie Geary
Karen Geib
Alfred J. Gemrich
Jack S. Gesmundo
Jay Gesmundo
     and Michele Libbrecht
Shahriar Ghoddousi
Susan C. Gilmore
Steve and Elaine Ginsberg
Don and Janet Gladstone
Gary Granger
Paul and Joanne Gregory
Jim and Bonnie Grooters
David Gruss
















	





	
Every effort is being made to report members’ names as you have requested. 
Some members have requested to remain anonymous. If you see an error, please e-mail info@glqo.net.
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The Gull Lake Quality Organization

GLQO by-laws allow volunteers to serve as directors for two consecutive three-year terms. After each Director’s name are two numbers: the year their current term expires, and the number of the current term.
We welcome you to volunteer for committee work (of your choice) and to participate in our board meetings.

2016-2017
Board of Directors

Jim Collier (16-2)  
President 
Vicki Gesmundo Marcinek (17-1)  
   Vice-President
Jane Bruns (17-2)
 Secretary 
Chip Garside (17-2) 
Treasurer

 Bryan Beck (18-1)
Kai Free (18-1)
Kathy Gallagher (17-1)
Mike Gallagher (17-1)
             David Halley (16-2)
    Pete Hawk (16-1)
Ed McCarty (17-2)
Gary Mittelbach (16-2)
Don Paulson (17-1)  
Tim Richardson (16-1)
Drew Worgess (17-2)



The Gull Lake Watershed includes Gull Lake, Little Long Lake, Grassy Lake, Little Gull Lake, Miller Lake, Bullhead Lake, Duck Lake, Backus Lake, Dake Lake, Elliston Lake, 
Mud Lake, Wintergreen Lake, and Prairieville Creek.

Upcoming Events

April 28th – 30th
Michigan Inland Lakes Convention
Boyne Mountain Resort

Tuesday, May 3rd at 6:00 p.m.
Dessert with Discussion
Kellogg Biological Station

Tuesday, May 10th at 7:00 p.m.
GLQO Board Meeting
Richland Area Community Center

Sunday, July 17th 
“It’s Summer” Party
Gull Lake Country Club
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