THE GLQO WATERSHED JOURNAL

The Gull Lake Watershed includes Gull Lake, Little Long Lake, Grassy Lake, Little Gull
Lake, Miller Lake, Bullhead Lake, Duck Lake, Backus Lake, Dake Lake, Elliston Lake,
Mud Lake, Wintergreen Lake, and Prairieville Creek.

Join Us at the GLQO Annual Meeting!
By Kay Gross, GLQO President

Start your summer off right by joining us at the GLQO Annual
Meeting on Tuesday, June 13 at the Kellogg Manor House, 6:30-
9:00PM. This is your opportunity to learn about what GLQO does
... and you can do...to preserve and protect the beauty of Gull Lake
and its watershed.

As part of the meeting we will have a presentation by Brandon Reid,
a toxicologist with the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHSS). Brandon will be sharing information about the
accumulation of chemicals in fish such as PFAS, mercury and PCBs
and the work MSHHS is doing in this regard. As many of you are
aware, MDHSS recently put out a warning about consumption of
smelt in Gull Lake due to the PFAS levels. You can read about this
in our Winter 2023 Newsletter (http://bit.ly/glqgo_winter 2023).

We also will be confirming recommendations of the GLQO
Nominating Committee for new Board members and thanking
retiring members for their service.

So join us.... beer, wine and light refreshments will be provided. To
help us plan the food and beverages for the meeting, please
register at http://bit.ly/glgoannual or email info@glqo.net and let
us know how many in your family/group will be attending.

6:30-7:30
7:30

Happy Hour... light snacks, beer and wine provided!
Business meeting

Welcome by Kay Gross, GLQO President
Introduction of current GLQO Board members
Election of new Board Members

What's ahead for Summer 2023.. and beyond.
Presentation

“Michigan’s Eat Safe Fish Program: Helping
Michiganders Choose and Eat Safer Fish”
Brandon Reid, Toxicologist MDHSS

Q&A and more mingling..

8:00

8:15-9:00
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The Gull Lake Quality Organization is an
all-volunteer organization. Our mission is to protect
water quality in Gull Lake and the surrounding
Watershed.
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When Good Lakes Go Bad
By Gary Mittelbach

A recent MlLive article (http://bit.ly/goodlakes) shows
just how much it can cost to control invasive plants
once they invade and take hold in a lake. Residents of
Austin Lake in Portage (MI) are going to spend ,‘ e
$117,445 in 2023 and up to $450,000 over the next five EEm. 2
years in efforts to reduce the abundance of invasive .
plant species (including Eurasian Milfoil and Starry |
Stonewort) and other nuisance weeds in their lake. The
volunteer organization the Austin Lake Riparians E&

worked with the Portage City Council to form a special lake assessment district with the power to assess Austin
Lake property owners the cost of treatment (herbicide treatment for invasive species, mechanical harvesting
of nuisance levels of native plants). With 438 parcel holders around the lake, the average Austin Lake property
owner will pay about $200/yr.

There are some parallels and some important differences between Austin Lake and Gull Lake. Both are
relatively large lakes (Austin Lake is 1,133 acres while Gull Lake is just over 2,000 acres). However, Austin Lake
is much shallower than Gull Lake, with an average depth of 5ft and a max. depth of only 11ft (Gull Lake’s max.
depth is 110 ft). The deep, cold waters of Gull Lake and its low nutrient status (see https://glgo.net/portfolio-
item/water-quality-committee/) help protect Gull Lake from the nuisance level of plant growth found in Austin
Lake. However, Gull Lake does have three of the nasty invasive species found in Austin Lake (Eurasian Milfoil,
Starry Stonewort, and non-native Phragmites), albeit at low abundance. The Gull Lake Quality Organization (a
non-profit, volunteer organization funded by member dues and donations) contracts with Progressive AE, the
same firm handling the invasive species treatments in Austin Lake, to monitor and treat with herbicides the
invasive species in Gull Lake.

The GLQO currently spends about $12,000 per year for monitoring and treating invasive plant species and
another $17,000 per year staffing and maintaining the boat wash at Prairieville Park public landing. The boat

wash is an important tool to help keep invasive SAVE THE DATE!

plant species from spreading into and out of

Gull Lake. So far, these treatments have kept | yur 6| 90 FALL FLING RETURNS AGAIN THIS YEAR!
the invasive plants in Gull Lake “under SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 24t 4:00PM-7:00PM

control”. But the clear message from Austin GULL LAKE COUNTRY CLUB

Lake and other lakes in our area is this — “Be
vigilant and don’t let invasive species get the

upper hand, for if you do it’ll cost you — big l a l | l I l ng
time”!
<.~< 3"

You can read about the GLQO efforts to control
invasive species in Gull Lake in our Summer
2022 Newsletter and on the GLQO website.
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Wake-surf Boats — Best Practices for Habitat Protection, Safety and Courtesy

Best practices for the safe and courteous operation of wake-surf boats
are a topic of much discussion these days. Wave-surf boats produce
wakes that are much larger and stronger than those produced by
“normal” ski boats. A study by the University of Minnesota showed that
the wake produced by a wake-surf boat must travel about 400 ft before
it declines to the size and strength of the wake produced by a “normal”
ski boat. Wake-surf boats also produce significantly greater propeller
wash than “normal” ski boats. This propeller wash is directed downward
and can have harmful effects in shallow water on fish spawning habitat,
as well as generating increased turbidity. These results, as well as respect
for those living on the lake shore, have led some lake associations to
recommend that wake-surf boats be operated further from shore than
required by current Michigan law, which states that a person shall
maintain a distance of 100 ft. from any dock, boat, raft, buoyed or
occupied bathing area while driving at other than slow no wake speed.
Also recommended is the operation of wake-surf boats in waters deeper
than 30 ft. For your information, the map shows in green the areas of
Gull Lake that are both greater than 30 feet in depth and further than
500 ft from shore. The red line and arrows serve as a reminder that boats
should travel in a counter-clockwise fashion around the lake.

Boat Wash News

By Dustin Perrin, GLQO Boat Wash Coordinator

The Gull Lake boat wash is up and running at the Prairieville Township boat launch, and will be staffed on
weekends and during large events such as fishing tournaments and sailing/boating clubs. The boat wash is
managed and operated by the GLQO in partnership with the Prairieville Township to stop the spread of aquatic
invasive species (AIS) into and from Gull Lake. Invasive species can be transferred between lakes as
“hitchhikers” on boats or trailers. Once a boat has been pulled out of a lake, water from that lake remains in
the watercraft —in the hull, within the motor’s cooling system, and inside of live wells.

If you have operated your boat in a lake infested with AlS
(and there are several in the area!), these pests can be
transferred to the next lake you visit. Washing your boat
before you enter any lake (or when you leave) is the best
way to ensure that you don't inadvertently transfer AIS
between lakes. It's important that your boat, trailer and
other contents that have been in the water are clean before
you enter Gull Lake. Our boat wash is easy to operate and is
the most effective way for boaters to help protect Gull Lake
from invasive species and "keep it clean".
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New this year at the boat wash is a DNR fishing line tube,
attached to the fence/railing in front of the trash cans just
® south of the bathroom. If you find any discarded fishing line,
we encourage you to pick it up and recycle it in the tube
| found at our boat wash station. This will not only keep Gull
Lake clean but offers a variety of other benefits. If left in the

water or onshore, monofilament fishing line (which can last

up to 600 years in freshwater) can harm wildlife that becomes tangled in or ingests it. Line in the water can also
endanger swimmers and divers and can become tangled in boat propellers.

Thank you for doing your part to protect our beautiful Gull Lake.

Historian’s Corner
Editor’s Note: The following was originally published in the GLQO Newsletter back in September, 2008, and much is still
applicable today.

To find out about the history of Gull Lake and the Watershed, one needn't look far. Your humble Historian was reminded
of this fact this summer as | discovered several wonderful local historical resources.

1) The History Room at the Richland Community Library in Richland. Thanks to the tireless work of folks like Ed Schaadt,
there is a wealth of information available to the public on the local area, including Gull Lake and significant portions of
the Watershed. A recent visit to the lower level of the Library proved a real 'eye-opener’, thanks to the very welcoming
and patient Archivist Martha Strumpher. There is so much interesting information on the area's past, much of it not
even categorized as of this writing. For example, from a wonderful book by the name of 'Richland - From Its Prairie
Beginnings":

"The legend still persists that a fortune in walnut trees lies below Gull [Lake]'s waters. Old-timers say that the
walnut trees grew on the peninsula flooded when Island Park was born. Stumps which were just below the water
between the island and the west shore were dynamited in 1904."

“In the 1890s, large quantities of ice were cut on Gull Lake and shipped out of Yorkuville on the Cincinnati, Jackson
and Mackinac railroad. In March of 1890, an order was received from Cincinnati for 200 carloads of ice."

2) So much of the area's history is carried in its residents, past and present. Last Spring, the GLQO received a lovely note
from Mrs. Betty Jastrey, from her winter home in Florida. She relates:

"While scuba diving several years ago my son and grandson (Don and Robert DelLong) discovered a sunken boat
they thought was E.L. Hawk's 'The Crystal' in about 60 feet of water in the Bay area. Could this have been the
old steamboat?"

3) Local Riparian Jack Lawrence recently shared with your Historian a copy of his”Gulls and Buoys — A History of the Gull
Lake Yacht Club 1926-1987’. We hope to get this booklet scanned into our Archives soon, and when we do, it will be
available on our website, http://www. glgo.net. To whet the appetite, here is a small Did You Know:

“There was obviously a great deal of enthusiasm for power boat racing in those early years... By the 1930 season
though motor boat racing was all over, likely terminated by an unfortunate accident in which a powerboat hit
and seriously injured a swimmer.”

Do *you* have some Gull Lake or Watershed history to share? If so, drop us a lin at P.O. Box 144, Richland, MlI, 49083,
or email us at historian@glgo.net.

Updated for 2023!
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Michigan DNR says fish kills may be common during spring/early summer

Whelan, DNR Fisheries Division Research manager.

Fish can become easily stressed in winter due to low energy
reserves because feeding is at a minimum in winter. They are
then less able to handle low oxygen and temperatures swings.

A reminder from the Department of Natural Resources that fish
kills may commonly occur in spring and early summer. As the
season changes, fish die offs can be particularly common in
shallow lakes, ponds, streams and canals. These kills are
generally localized, natural occurrences that do not affect the
overall health of the fish populations or fishing quality said Gary

For more information on fish kills in Michigan, visit Michigan.gov/Fishing. The public is welcome to report fish

kills at Michigan.gov/EyesinTheField; such reports are valuable to the DNR’s ability to manage the state’s
aquatic resources. If you suspect a fish kill is due to non-natural causes, call the nearest DNR office or
Michigan's Pollution Emergency Alert System at 800-292-4706.

The GLQO on Facebook!

Share Your Photos!

This newsletter, published approximately quarterly,
is an important way for the GLQO to keep members
informed about the work we do and to provide
information about important issues affecting water
quality and the ecology of Gull Lake and its
watershed. Issues and items of interest arise
throughout the year and so to stay better
connected and informed about this, we invite you
to Follow us on Facebook - search for
‘gulllakequality’.

We post information on the GLQO Facebook page
(and website) about upcoming events, links to
articles of interest to Gull Lake residents and
visitors, and upcoming activities. For example, we
will post here information on when the lake will be
surveyed for invasive aquatic plants and our plans
to treat these — when and where.

If you are not already on Facebook, consider joining.
It's easy!! Go tofacebook.com and click Create New
Account. Enter your name, email or mobile phone
number, password, date of birth and gender. You
don’t have to post anything!!

Do you have a stunning photo of Gull Lake that
you’'d like to share with our members and the
public? If so, please email it to photos@glgo.net,
and we’ll add it to our Photo Gallery! We'd
especially like to see pictures of beautiful
lakescapes!
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2023 Individual/Family Members

GLQO Lifetime Members

Donald and Becky Adamski
Scott and Holly Allen
Lou Ann Ambro
Charlotte Ashton
Bud and Judi Baldwin
Patti Colasanti and Jack Bargo
Jennifer and Rebecca Barlow
Anthony and Valerie Bartalone
Barbara Brundage and

Bill Barton, Jr.
Bryan and Courtney Beck
Tom and Lynn Belco
Margie and Bob Berres
Dr. Kevin and Mary Beyer
Jim and Lesley Bodary
Randy and Janet Bonzheim
Dick and Debbie Boris
Deb Ball and Rod Borton

Sherwood and Kathryn Boudeman

David and Heide Boutell
Robert and Dolores Boyle
Bob and Brenda Brenner
Stevie and Rob Brinkerhoff
Bob and Susan Britigan
Joe and Jane Brogger
Nancy L. Brookins

Cleve and Sue Brown
Judith and John Brown
Michael and Sara Brundage
Fred and Sharon Buckley
Roger C. Buddig

Jack and Miki Budnick
Keith and Carole Buell

Rob and Amy Bulszewicz
Randy and Karen Byrd
Kathy, Dan and Brendan Casey
Richard and Joanne Chamberlin
Gar and Robin Chapel
John and Lynne Chipman
John and Susan Chrisman
David and Kathryn Christ
Gary J. Cirulli

Dorne J. and Connie Clark
Greg and Linda Clarkin
Bruce and Donna Cohen
Linda A. Cohen

Bob and Paula Cook

Alison and Rob Credit
James A. Cupper

Dwight Curtenius

Diann and Jim Danhoff
Philip and Terri Dawson

Jim and Barb DeKruyter
David and Margaret DelLano
Todd and Ruth DeNooyer
Maxine DeVrou
Brent and Julie Dingman
Laurel and Mark Disney
Larry and Diane Dopp
Susan and John Doster
Dob and Jeree Drake
Lisa Duffy
Dr. David G. Dvorak
Ron and Nanette Elenbaas
Dennis Elmer
George and Lenore Elsener
James & Patricia Elsener
Theodore P. &
Helen Jo Emerson
Eric Eshuis
John and Jan Etzcorn
Jim and Dottie Farwell
Gerry and Jane Feldman
John and Loralee Fisher
Ed and Nancy Fitzgerald
Ron and Judy Flachs
Jack and Patti Fleming
Lloyd and Serena Fox
Pat and Deb Gallagher
Dan and Mary Beth
Gallagher
Joni and Roger Ganger
James Garside
John and Sharon Garside
John and Miranda
Garside, Jr
Karen A. Geib
Tom and Claire Geil
Alfred and Jean Gemrich
Judah Gesmundo
Sera Gesmundo
Jim and Barbara Gilbert
Susan C. Gilmore
Steve and Elaine Ginsberg
Don and Janet Gladstone
James and Deborah Frett
Gorka
Peter & Clare Grady
Gary Granger
Joan Melges Green
Bjorn and Lori Green
Paul and Joanne Gregory
David Gruss
Frank and Diane Guarisco

Hawks Hollow Builders
Sherwood & Sharon Boudeman
Jon and Susan Bowers

Janet and John Carrig

Sally and Randy Crocket
Jerry and Sharon Cross

Bill and Betsi English

Mike and Kathy Gallagher
Bonnie Gordon

Jim and Marsha Heath

Fred and Megan James

Si and Shirley Johnson

Todd Kingma & Betsy Kingma

Betsy & Brandon Klerk
Chris and Laura Maloney
Ed and Nancy McCarty
Ike (Ivan) Mellema
Nick and Julia Miladore
Kay Gross & Gary Mittelbach
Robert and Kay O'Boyle
Paul and Karen Ringemann
Mike and Julia Sharp
William D. Johnston &
Ronda E. Stryker
Mary L. Tyler and Family
Bill and Ruth Ann Uggen
Sally Williams

2023 Corporate Members

Bell Tower Lake House Living Co. Michigan Lawn Services

Boudeman Farmers, LLC
Gull Lake Country Club
Gull Lake Marine

Gull Lake View Golf Course
Gull Lake Ministries
Kellogg Bio Station

Mac's Garage, LLC

dqu

Noteworthy by Design

Premier Building &
Remodeling

Serafino's

South Kitchen &
Kitchen House

Urban Nest

DISCOVER THE GULL LAKE DIFFERENCE

NOW
OPEN!

Realtors

(269) 629-5612
JAQUAREALTORS.COM

LOCATED
ON THE
BAY AT

GULL LAKE
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Gull Hills Tract

Spring Channel
Bill Gust
Julie and William Guzy
David and Michelle Halley
Margaret and Pete Hamlett
Bill and Marge Hannapel
Tracy Buck and

Laurie Hanson
Henry Hawk
Jo and Pete Hawk
Rick and Shirley Hebert
James and

Patricia Heilenbach
Joe and Diane Hemker
Mal and Pat Hickok
George and Arla Hillebrand
Fred Holt
Dennis and Kathy Hoorn
Helen Hughes
Bruce Hutchinson
Robert and Amy Isom
Teresa Kuoechel and

Mark Jackson
John and Judith Jereck
Shawn and

Jennifer Johnson
Steven and Peggy Johnson
Susanne Johnston
Mark and Toni Jones
John and Kathy Keagle
Richard and Joan Keilen
Steve and Michelena Keith
Brad and Lauren Keller
John E. and Jack L. Kelly
Dave and Karen Kempe
David Kiel
Sue Markus and Rick King
Fred Kinney
Melinda Klerk
Rolf and Judith Kletzien
Joni and Timothy Knapper
Wes and Susan Kolb
Dave and Kay Koldyke
Garry and Claire Krouse
Jane E. Kuckel
Cara Lalumia-Barnes
Lang Family Properties
Stephanie Larsen
Linda Spicketts and Jim Lass
Phyllis LaVene
Patricia L. Lawrence
Suzanne Stimson Leech
Wendy and Allan Levy

Christopher and Jacquelyn
Light
John and Rita Light
Eric and Charlene Longman
Joe and Madison Lukeman
Rob and Beth Lundahl
Judy Maier
Tom and Pam Mansager
Viki Gesmundo and
Mark Marcinek
Josh Mastenbrook
Valli and Tom McDougle
Russ and Connie McFee
JB and Alba McKay
Mary and Bob Mellema
Bill and Joyce Melvin
Bob Millard
Kate Miller
Kevin and Elizabeth Miller
Robert and Kathy Miller
Shelly Halder and
Ron Mochizuki
William and Phoebe Moreo
Christine L. Mueller
Mike and Mari Mulholland
John Mulholland
Craig & Deb Mumy
Michael and Susan Murphy
Patrick H. Murphy
Stephen and Christine Murray
Kris and Laura Nelson
Brady and Barb Nitchman
Markley Noel
Jim and Kristin Nolin
Martha Nolin
Peter and Jennifer Nolin
James D. and Nancy L. Nordlie
Kim and Valerie Nuyen
Sean and Nicol O'Brien
Jeff and Amy O'Brien
Char and Tom O'Neill
Amanda Todd and Billy Ogden
Jerold and Maxine Orum
Jerry and Carla Orwin
Craig and Sue Osborn
Edward Overbeck
Don and Ann Parfet
William and Barbara Parfet
Barbara J. Parish
Donald and Sue Paulson
Michael and Frances Peikert
Henry and Courtney Pender
Dustin & Maegan Perrin
Karol Peterson

Kathy Keelan Pew

Robert Phillips

Laura and Gregg Pierce
René and Chris Poch
Shelly Gildea Knight

and Matthew Pottenger
Sue Harrison and Jeff Price
John and Susan Quertermus
Daniel C. Rackiewicz
Alison Pruitt and David Randell
Martin and Carol Ranly
Ann E. Ransford
James Rawsky

Bob and Margo Rebar

Eric and Martha Reid
Carol Renz

Dave and Shelly Reynolds
Robert D. and Mary Jo Rial
Brian and Jackie Rice
Nancy Richardson
Justin and Carolyn Ridderman
Camille M. Riley
Jim Ritz
Wendy and Doug Robbins
Jon Rosenbaum

Liz Rosenberger

Rob and Lori Rowe
Bill and Jane Ryan
Brad and Rene Saar
Bob and Judy Sackett
Hal and Taffy Sanger llI
Bonnie and Scott Sawusch
Steve and Gina Schau
Tom and Judy Schau
Jan Stoner and Rick Schmiege
Charlene and

Gregory Schofield
Bill and Margie Schultz
Ken and Pat Schultz
Ron and Nancy Schultz
Sam Sefton
Mary E. Seyka
Tim and Judy Shank
Tom and Lisa Shannon
Esther M. & Tom Shaw
Julie Shaw
T.R. and Kathy Shaw
Christina Shepard
Shepherd Family, LLC
Rick and Johanna

(Marjo) Shields
Linda Shierlaw
Bruce and Kathy Shurtz
Bill & Nora Sikkema

Bob and Marilyn Simon
Doug and Deidre Smith
Michele and Greg Smith
Peter and Diane Czuk Smith
Joyce Snow
Carl and Cherie Spinden
Charles and Janet Stoddard
Harry and Tineke Stolt
Samuel and Tommy Sue Stone
Bill and Stevie Symons
Peter Taft
Carol Tedrow
Gary and Karen Theisen
Ron and Edna Thompson
Alison Thor
David and Carol Ticknor
Bill & Carolyn Ticknor
Matt and lzzy Tracy
Michelle Tombro and
Chris Tracy
Steve W. Allen and Andrea M.
Trautman
Jerry and Margaret Trepanier
Gail Turluck
Jeanne Turner
Linda Uggen
Bo and Mel Van Peenan
James and Kathleen
Vander Kolk
Doug and Sandra VanderLugt
Jon G. and Courtenay
VanderMolen
John and Cathy VanderSalm
Carol Vogt
Jay and Stephanie Walbridge
Dana A. Walters
Beverly Warner
David and Lee Weiss
Jill and Jay Wesley
Bob and Lori Wheelright
Andrew and Kathleen Widner
David and Cindy Wiedemer
Brook and Emily Wilke
Bruce and Jean Williams
Tim & Tonia Williams
Stephen and Linda Winquist
Jerry and Kathleen Wojtala
Julie Wright
Jen Wright
Doug and Jackie Wunderly
Ron and Sonya Young
Jesse and Kathryn Zamora




The Gull Lake Quality Organization

P.O. Box 144 / Richland, Michigan /49083
Website: glqo.net
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Upcoming Events

Progressive AE survey of aquatic invasive plants
in Gull Lake (weather permitting)
Thursday, June 1°

GLQO Annual Meeting
Tuesday, June 13" 6:30PM-9:00PM
Kellogg Manor House

Treatment of Aquatic Invasive Plants in Gull Lake
(check Facebook for updates)
Throughout the month of July

GLQO Fall Fling
Sunday, September 24" 4:00PM-7:00PM
Gull Lake Country Club

If there are ideas or issues that you think
GLQO should address please contact any
of the board members or communicate
through our Facebook page or website.

2022-2023 Board of Directors

Kay Gross (23-1) President
Sera Gesmundo (25-2) Vice President
Gary Mittelbach (23-2) Secretary
Don Paulson (25-2) Treasurer

Tom Belco (25-1)
Randy Curtenius (25-1)
Peter Hawk (25-1)
Rick Hebert (23-1)
Steve Keith (25-2)
Joe Lukeman (23-2)
Dustin Perrin (25-2)
Margo Rebar (25-2)
Doug Smith (22-1)
Jay Wesly (25-1)
Andy Widner (25-1)
Brook Wilke (23-2)

GLQO by-laws
allow volunteers
to serve as
directors for two
consecutive three-
year terms. After
each Director’s
name are two
numbers: the year
their current term
expires, and the
number of the
current term.

We welcome you
to volunteer for
committee work
(of your choice)
and to participate
in our board
meetings.

The Gull Lake Watershed includes Gull Lake, Little Long Lake, Grassy Lake, Little Gull
Lake, Miller Lake, Bullhead Lake, Duck Lake, Backus Lake, Dake Lake, Elliston Lake,
Mud Lake, Wintergreen Lake, and Prairieville Creek.



