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WHO WE ARE

YOUR LOCAL CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION

Our mission is to promote the conservation of natural

resources through partnerships, providing public education,

demonstrations, and technical assistance while working
together for future generations.

VAN BUREN
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

neighbors
advocates

partners
advisors technicians

stewards
specialists farmers

educators gardeners biologists

Our vision

thriving communities; sustainable farms; stewarded

natural resources; and healthy, connected people.



WHAT WE DO
PROGRAMS SERVICES EVENTS

forests habitat

preparing our forests for the future

education & demonstrations

managing invasive species
providing education to our community

soil farms recycling

building healthier soil
building stronger, healthier farms

providing & expanding services

R
PASSENGER

TIRES



When rain falls…

It can infiltrate 
into the ground, 
evaporate…OR
it can run off

Illustration by Amelia Hansen



1” rainstorm: 
13,000 gallons falls on a typical 

½ acre residential lot
About 55% runs off (7,150 gallons!)



What can run off into the lake?

● Soil/sediment
● Pet waste
● Fertilizers
● Oil and other vehicle fluids
● Grass clippings, leaves, 

and other yard waste
● Trash



•Reduce flooding
•Prevent erosion
•Filter pollutants
•Reduce polluted runoff
•Provide habitat

Landscaping to Protect Our Lakes

Photo: Mark Bugnaski Photography



Landscaping to Protect Our Lakes

● Landscaping that mimics natural conditions
● Designed for how we use it (swimming, boating, etc.)



What Does the Lake Need?    What Do I Need?

Clean water

Erosion control

Habitat

A place to swim

A dock

Seating area to enjoy the water

A place to pull the boat up

Photos: Allegan Conservation District and Jane Herbert



Infographic: PennState Extension



Free Trees program

Cass County Lakes

Harwood Lake

Birch Lake

Baldwin Lake

Van Buren County Lakes

Round Lake

Gravel Lake

Eagle Lake



Why plant trees around your lake?

Beauty

Shade

Wildlife habitat

Infiltrate rain water and snow melt

Prevent erosion

Reduce flooding

Filter and absorb pollutants

Fish habitat

Photo: Mark Bugnaski Photography



Why plant trees around your lake?

This project will plant 4,900 trees and 
shrubs and reduce 440,000 gallons of 
runoff annually

A young, 1” diameter tree can prevent 200 
gallons of runoff per year

A mature deciduous tree can prevent over 
1,000 gallons of runoff per year



How to choose a tree

What do you want?

● Screening
● Aesthetics
● Wildlife - blooms for 

pollinators, berries for birds, 
nuts for squirrels, etc.

● Shade
● View

What does the tree want?

● Sun - Do you need a shady 
species or a sun-loving 
species?

● Water - how wet is your soil?
● Soil Type - sand, loam, clay



Trees & Shrubs available*  (all are native to Michigan)

Trees
● Black Willow
● Hackberry 
● Redbud 
● Red Maple 
● Speckled Alder 
● Sycamore
● Tulip Poplar 
● White Oak 
● Yellow Birch

Shrubs
● Highbush Cranberry 
● Nannyberry 
● Ninebark 
● Red Osier Dogwood
● Spicebush 

*Nursery availability TBD



Tree information courtesy of woodywarehouse.com
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The Process: The Landowners’ Jobs

1. Pick which trees you’d like
2. Fill out the interest form
3. Stake or flag where you want the 

trees planted (avoid utilities and 
septic fields)

4. Sign a brief contract 
5. Post a yard sign temporarily
6. Water the trees regularly
7. Mulch the trees as needed



The Process: Van Buren Conservation District’s Jobs

1. Order the trees from a nursery
2. Coordinate the contractor to 

plant them
3. Notify you of the general time 

in which the contractor will be 
planting

4. Send out watering reminders
5. Next year: spot check trees for 

mortality (tell us if your trees 
die!)



The Process: The Contractor’s Jobs

1. Notify MISS DIG to flag public 
utilities on your property so they 
aren’t disturbed 

2. Transport the trees from the 
nursery to the planting sites 

3. Plant the trees with hand tools
4. Install tree protectors to prevent 

damage from animals or mowers





Your Lake’s Watershed

● We will plant seedlings on large 
properties within the lake’s watershed

● Contact us if you have a larger 
property where we could plant 
seedling trees and shrubs



Thank 
you!

Erin Fuller 
watershed@vanburencd.org 

269-657-4030 x5


